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Khomelni is seen

knowing of deal

By William Beecher
Globe Staff

WASHINGTON - Top US specialists on Iran now
beieve Ayatolan Ruholiah Khomeint probably knce
about and sanctioned secret contacts with US offi-
cials s

though the administration insists it was aiming at
closer relations with Iranian ' moderates.”

And while American weapons helped gain the re-
lease of three US hostages in Lebanon, the same offi-
clals believe three more recent victims are being heid
either by the same kidnappers or a group “in league"
with them.

“We don't know if this was a scam to take the
United States,” one senior analyst declared. ‘'But
they knew exactly what they wanted and they got
most of what they wanted.”

8 readily concede they don’t have clear in-
< : RADDCIINE (110K (all.
assessement that Khomeini, the father of the Iranlan
revolution, must have known about the covert con-
tacts is based on the following facts:

© Khomeini personally stepped in to quash calls

for a parliamen-
tary investigation of the US-Iran-
ian dealings, questioning the mo-
tives of those calling for a probe.

® He hasn't filred anyone or
branded anyone as disloyal for
having deait with “the Great Sa-
tan,” his metaphor for the United
States.

©® He congratulated those who
were involved in the deals for hav-
ing helped cause *‘the great explo-
sion which has occurred in Wash-
ington’s Black House and the very
important scandal which has
gripped leaders of America.”

o [n the aftermath of the in-
tense publicity, Iranian leaders
now feel confldent in offering to
intervene on behalf of the remain-
ing American hostages in Leba-
non if the United States delivers
$350 million {n arms now locked
in US warehouses that were paid
for by the shah of Iran before the

1979 Islamic revolution.

® Word that the United States
was secretly selling arms to Teh-
ran while pressing others not to
has significantly weakened the ef-
fectiveness of the effort to block
Western weapons sales, making it
easier for Iran to get arms for its
war with Iraq.

“We beiteve,” one US official
said, “‘that if there was a probe in
Iran into the contacts, it would
lead back to Khomeini himself or
persons very close to him. His sub-
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sequent reaction is an {ndication
he knew and approved of it all
along.”

It would have been foolhardy -
and potentially fatal - for officials
to try to go behind Khomeini's
back for extenstve dealings with
the United States if they thought
he would oppose such cqntacts,
the official noted,

Another official recalled that in
1979 Khomein! knew about the
plan by radical students to seize
the US Embassy and take hos-
tages. He remained silent. “Only
when it was clear it was working
did he come out and support it,”
the officlal saild. “He may well
have followed the same pattern in
this instance.”

The story of American arms
supplies and the secret visit to
Iran by Robert McFarlane, a for-
mer national security adviser,
first became public outside Teh-
ran when the Lebanese magazine
Al Shiraa broke a sensationalized

version. The editor subsequently

said the information came from
supporters of Ayatollah Hussein
All Montaseri, the officially

nated heir apparent of Khomeini.

The story is believed to have
been leaked in an effort to get
back at Hashemi! Rafsanjani, the
speaker of the Iranian parliament,
who was a prime mover in the US
connection and who is thought to
have inspired the arrest of a Mon-
taser1 in-law, Mehd! Hashemt, and
several coll

Rafsanjani's initial reaction,
one day after the magazine's pub-
lication. suggested concern about’
how the contacts would be re-
cetved by Iranians. He confirmed
the McFarlane visit but lam-
pooned it as involving improbable
gifts of a cake, a Bibie and pistols,
and said the visitors were fobbed
off to low-level intelligence offi-
clals.

“He wanted to make sure the
story would not blow back on
him,” a US analyst satd. “'Appar-
ently, at the beginning, no one
knew how it would play in Iran."

But when seven deputies to the
Majlis, the Iranian parliament. de-
manded that Foreign Minister Alf
Akbar Velayati explain whether
the Foreign Ministry had sanc-
tioned contacts with the Ameri-
cans and whether there was any
“legal authorization,” Khomeini
rushed forward to quash their ef-
fort.

“Why shouid you be influenced

by foreign propaganda or by your

own egotism?"’ he demandeq
Those raising such questions,
Khomein! said, were either igne-
rant or had hidden motives. |
don't want to break your heart,”
he said, “but you shouldn't break
the heart of our nation. our offi-
clals.”

The first American hostage,
Rev. Beffamin Wetr, was released
by Lebgnese Shiites calling them-
selves'lslamic Jihad on Sept. 14,
1988, following the delivery of two
the acemmisation o oves 2%

a tion and
by ifaraell arms dealers.

After three deliveries by the
United States of TOW antitank
missiles and Hawk antiafrcraft
m lgastt h:pat‘nghg and summer, in-

n t carrying wea

ons and the McFarIanenpgnrty g
Tehran in May, the Rev. Lawrence
Jenco was released on July 26. In
late October, another US ship-
ment was made and on Nov. 2 Da-
vid P. Jacobsen was released.
~However, in September and Oc-
tober, Americans Frank Reed, Jo-
seph James Cicippio and Edward
Austin Tracy were abducted from
the streets of Betrut.

While various groups have
claimed responsibility for the lat-
est kidnappings, US officials say
no specific demands have been
made for their rejease. They sus-
pect that either the original hos-
tage-takers or an allied group is
responstibie.

Officials say they do not beleve
any of the kidnappings were at
the behest of Iranian officials, but
were aimed at putting pressure on
the United States to persuade Ku-

wait to release 17 jailed Shijte ter-
rorists.
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